Agreement between the Episcopal Church and the Presbyterian
Church (USA)
1.

We acknowledge one another’s churches as churches belonging to
the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church;

2.

We acknowledge that in our churches the Word of God is
authentically preached and the sacraments of Baptism and
Eucharist are duly administered;

3.

We acknowledge one another’s ordained ministries as given by
God and instruments of grace, and look forward to the time when
the reconciliation of our churches makes possible the full
interchangeability of ministers;

4.

We acknowledge that personal and collegial oversight (episcope) is
embodied and exercised in our churches in a variety of forms,
episcopal and non-episcopal, as a visible sign of the Church’s unity
and continuity in apostolic life, mission and ministry.

5.

We agree that authorized ministers of our churches may, subject to
the regulations of the churches and within the limits of their
competence,1 carry out the tasks of their own office in
congregations of the other churches when requested and approved
by the diocesan bishop and local presbytery;

6.

We agree that The Episcopal Church will invite members of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) to receive Holy Communion in their
churches and the Presbyterian Church (USA) will invite members
of The Episcopal Church to receive Holy Communion in their
churches. We encourage the members of our churches to accept
this Eucharistic hospitality and thus express their unity with each
other in the one Body of Christ;

7.

We agree to continue to dialogue in the areas such as diaconal
ministries, historic episcopate, the office of elder, etc. that would

lead to full reconciliation of our ministries and interchangeability
of our ministers.
8.

We encourage diocesan bishops and presbyteries to provide regular
occasion for planning, discussing, resourcing for missional,
educational and liturgical life together. In addition, to explore
possibilities for new church development and redevelopment
together.
9. We agree to develop a process to support and implement the
above recommendations.2
10. We affirm these proposals mark an important step in moving
toward the full, visible unity of the Church. We know that beyond
this commitment lies a move from the recognition to the
reconciliation of churches and ministries within the wider
fellowship of the universal Church

1

Because we do not yet have reconciliation and full interchangeability of ordained
ministries, all authorization for these special opportunities must confirm to the
Book of Worship and the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA), and
the Book of Common Prayer and the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
2

Church. Guidelines will be developed by each of the communions.

